
Brave New World Revisited 
[“What Can Be Done?”] 

 

Prompt: In your group, discuss the assigned excerpt from Huxley’s Brave New World Revisited. 

Through the course of your discussion, address the following three questions: 
 

1) How does this excerpt pertain to Brave New World? 

2) Why does Huxley include this in his reflection of his novel? 

3) What is this excerpt’s relevance to society in 2015? 
 

[][][] 
 

GROUP ONE 

“This concern with the basic condition of freedom -- the absence of physical constraint -- is unquestiona-

bly necessary, but is not all that is necessary. It is perfectly possible for a man to be out of prison, and 

yet not free -- to be under no physical constraint and yet to be a psychological captive, compelled to 

think, feel and act as the representatives of the national State, or of some private interest within the 

nation, want him to think, feel and act. There will never be such a thing as a writ of habeas mentem; for no 

sheriff or jailer can bring an illegally imprisoned mind into court, and no person whose mind had been 

made captive by the methods outlined in earlier articles would be in a position to complain of his captivity. 

The nature of psychological compulsion is such that those who act under constraint remain under the 

impression that they are acting on their own initiative.” 
 

[][][] 

 

GROUP TWO 

“The best of constitutions and preventive laws will be powerless against the steadily increasing pressures 

of over-population and of the over-organization imposed by growing numbers and advancing technology. 

The constitutions will not be abrogated and the good laws will remain on the statute book; but these 

liberal forms will merely serve to mask and adorn a profoundly illiberal substance. Given unchecked over-

population and over-organization, we may expect to see in the democratic countries a reversal of the 

process which transformed England into a democracy, while retaining all the outward forms of a mon-

archy. Under the relentless thrust of accelerating overpopulation and increasing over-organization, and 

by means of ever more effective methods of mind-manipulation, the democracies will change their nature; 

the quaint old forms -- elections, parliaments, Supreme Courts and all the rest -- will remain. The 

underlying substance will be a new kind of non-violent totalitarianism. All the traditional names, all the 

hallowed slogans will remain exactly what they were in the good old days. Democracy and freedom will be 

the theme of every broadcast and editorial -- but democracy and freedom in a strictly Pickwickian sense. 

Meanwhile the ruling oligarchy and its highly trained elite of soldiers, policemen, thought-manufacturers 

and mind-manipulators will quietly run the show as they see fit.”  



[][][] 

 

GROUP THREE 

“Or take the right to vote. In principle, it is a great privilege. In practice, as recent history has 

repeatedly shown, the right to vote, by itself, is no guarantee of liberty. Therefore, if you wish to avoid 

dictatorship by referendum, break up modern society's merely functional collectives into self-governing, 

voluntarily cooperating groups, capable of functioning outside the bureaucratic systems of Big Business 

and Big Government. 

  “Over-population and over-organization have produced the modern metropolis, in which a fully 

human life of multiple personal relationships has become almost impossible. Therefore, if you wish to 

avoid the spiritual impoverishment of individuals and whole societies, leave the metropolis and revive the 

small country community, or alternately humanize the metropolis by creating within its network of 

mechanical organization the urban equivalents of small country communities, in which individuals can 

meet and cooperate as complete persons, not as the mere embodiments of specialized functions.” 
 

[][][] 

 

GROUP FOUR 

“That so many of the well-fed young television-watchers in the world's most powerful democracy should 

be so completely indifferent to the idea of self-government, so blankly uninterested in freedom of thought 

and the right to dissent, is distressing, but not too surprising. "Free as a bird," we say, and envy the 

winged creatures for their power of unrestricted movement in all the three dimensions. But, alas, we 

forget the dodo. Any bird that has learned how to grub up a good living without being compelled to use its 

wings will soon renounce the privilege of flight and remain forever grounded. Something analogous is true 

of human beings. If the bread is supplied regularly and copiously three times a day, many of them will be 

perfectly content to live by bread alone -- or at least by bread and circuses alone.” 

 

 
 

 


