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Composition I     University of Massachusetts Boston 

English 101      Tuesday/Thursday [5:30 – 6:45 PM] 

Fall 2019      McCormack M02-0208 

 

Instructor: Allen Drinkwater 

Office Hours: TBD -- Tuesday or Thursday 

Office:  TBD -- Wheatley 06-000? 

Email:  allen.drinkwater@umb.edu 

 

Course Description 

Composition I is designed to help undergraduate students develop a variety of strategies for 

reading, writing, and critical thinking when encountering writing contexts at the university (and 

beyond). Although Composition I is an English course, the skills it helps students develop are 

applicable in countless contexts – academic and otherwise. In this course, we will write for a 

variety of purposes: inquiry, learning, critical thinking, communicating, and (most of all) 

reflecting on your own learning. 

 

In particular, this course will encourage you to see writing as a means of discovering new ideas, 

not simply recording on the page or screen. 

 

Course Objectives 

As outlined in the Composition Program Guide, students who pass English 101 should be able 

to… 
 

1. use flexible, appropriate strategies for developing and organizing ideas (e.g., outlines, concept maps, 

freewriting, drafting) 
 

2. adapt approaches to suit different purposes for composing, including articulating and supporting an 

evidence-based position 
 

3. revise a text based on reader feedback 
 

4. use appropriate strategies (e.g., glossing, annotation, close reading) for interpreting and critically 

analyzing texts, particularly nonfiction  
 

5. accurately and appropriately summarize, paraphrase, and quote sources for specific purposes 
 

6. analyze texts to explain and/or make claims about rhetorical situations, including purpose, audience, and 

genre 
 

7. compare features of different genres 
 

8. make conscious choices about language use (e.g., style, tone, diction) to suit particular purposes and 

discourse communities  
 

9. know when to cite sources 
 

10. correct in-context, unintended errors (e.g., grammar and mechanics) in collaboration with 

instructors/tutors/peers 
 

11. engage with scholarship on writing and rhetorical concepts 
 

12. use some key terms (metalanguage) to reflect in writing about the choices made in reading or composing a 

particular text 
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Readings & Other Required Materials 

There are only two texts to be purchased for this course. While the UMass Boston Bookstore 

does, in fact, have copies on hand, feel free to procure the texts from other venues if it proves 

more convenient. The texts to be purchased: 

 

- On Writing by Stephen King (Required) 

- The Elements of Style by William Strunk & E.B. White (Recommended) 

 

All other readings for this course are available at www.DrinkwaterOnline.com – this is the 

online portal I use for all of the courses I teach. After clicking on the tab that says “English 101 

(UMB)” you will find a list of links for our readings. Please bring your own copies of the 

readings to each class – while you may want to print these readings for annotation purposes, you 

can use digital devices if you choose (more on that in a bit). 

 

In addition to the readings, please bring a notebook and a pen/pencil to every single class. 

Although there will be times when digital devices may be used (again, more on that below!), the 

classic “pen and paper” approach is a fail-safe necessary for our course. After all, we will be 

writing a lot of writing this semester, and we simply cannot be deterred exclamations of “My 

battery is dead!” or “I used my laptop as a skateboard and cracked the screen!” or “My political 

opponents must’ve hacked me!” or the like. 

 

In short – bring the readings, a notebook, and a pen/pencil to every class. 

 

Technology Expectations 

As students in the year 2019, you have undoubtedly spent many of your formative years using 

digital devices. Additionally, more and more public discourse takes place in (or, at the very least, 

is influenced by) the digital arena. As such, there will in-class opportunities for using 

laptops/tablets to read, word process, edit, take notes, access materials, and communicate. 

However, there may also be instances in which I ask you to close all devices so as to direct your 

full attention towards a particular activity.  

 

Moreover, the use of phones during class is strongly discouraged. Although most of us rely on 

our phones for assistance with daily life, research shows that using phones for academic 

purposes can be problematic; not only are the relatively small screens limiting, but the non-

academic uses can be tremendously distracting. As such, it is imperative that phones are used 

judiciously – save non-essential usage (anything that does not pertain to the work at hand) for 

before or after class. 

 

In the rare event that you need to entertain a text/call during class time, please let me know 

before class begins, and do so in the least distracting way possible (e.g., excusing yourself to the 

hallway). 

 

Assignments and Grading 

Throughout the semester you will be given feedback in the form of instructor comments and 

graded assessments. Listed below are the major assignments for the course as well as the 

corresponding point valuation (and course-grade percentage). 
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Project 1 – READERS WRITE and WRITERS READ 

75 Points (15%) 

- In this narrative-style essay, you will reflect on your own history as a writer and reader. 

 

Project 2 – RHETORICAL ANALYSIS – WHAT’S THE ANGLE? 

100 Points (20%) 

- In this analytic essay, you will demonstrate your ability to notice the rhetorical choices of 

a text.  

 

Project 3 – DISCOURSE COMMUNITY, or, CONSIDER AUDIENCE, OF COURSE 

100 Points (20%) 

- In this project, you will contribute to a conversation about how writing, rhetoric, and/or 

literacy is impacted by community membership.  

-  

Project 4 – SYNTHESIZING REFLECTIONS 

100 Points (20%) 

- Writing in a genre of your choosing, this final project will describe your own theory of 

writing.  

 

Process Writing 

75 Points (15%) 

- During the semester you will be asked to compose drafts, revise said drafts, and comment 

on the drafts of your classmates. Your effort and thoughtfulness during the 

developmental stages of your writing processes will be graded. 

 

Participation & Attendance 

50 Points (10%) 

- One of the most valuable attributes a writing student can possess is the ability to share 

insights, perspectives, and opinions with others. As such, the expectation is that every 

student taking English 101 will fully participate in all activities. Consequently, the 

assessing of participation and attendance is encouraged to promote consistent and 

thoughtful course engagement. (See attendance policy below.) 
 

A = 93 – 100% B+ = 89 – 90% C+ = 79 – 80% D+ = 69 – 70% 

A- = 91 – 92% B = 83 – 88% C = 73 – 78% D = 60 – 68% 
 

B- = 81 – 82% C- = 71 – 72% F = less than 60% 

 

Course Policies 

Please be mindful of the following policies, as they are intended to help our time together be as 

productive and positive as possible. 

 

Attendance/Timeliness 

English 101 is highly participatory course and is sequenced in such a way that each 

lesson builds upon the activities, readings, and collaborations of the previous. 

Consequently, regular (and on-time) attendance is essential. Repeated absences and late-
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arrivals are bound to negatively impact your work (and, as a corollary, the grade you 

receive).  

 

- The first two (2) absences from class will not be penalized; however, please do not 

consider these free “skip” days, as you are still responsible for any work due during your 

absence. Please communicate with me, classmates, and tutors during/about these 

absences. 

o Save these absences for unplanned emergencies, such as illness, family issues, 

unforeseen travel delays, et cetera. 

  

- Subsequent absences will negatively impact your participation & attendance grade; while 

a third or fourth absence will lower the grade, missing five (5) or more classes will result 

in your participation and attendance grade being reduced to 0%. 

  

- While everyone runs late from time to time, habitual tardiness is detrimental to both your 

personal learning and the classroom dynamic. Being regularly late to class will result in 

your participation and attendance grade being lowered. 

 

- Communication is crucial! If you know you are going to be absent, inform me 

beforehand; if you find yourself dealing with an unanticipated absence, please contact me 

as soon as possible. In either case, it is important for us to make 

arrangements/adjustments. 

 

- Exceptions to this policy – such as in the case of disability or chronic illness – can be 

arranged. Students with disabilities should first contact the Ross Center (see below) and 

then speak with me. 

 

Assignment Deadlines (Late Work) 

- Unless otherwise noted in writing, all assignments are due by the start of class. 

 

- If you believe you will need an extension, contact me before the day the assignment is 

due; otherwise, I may not accept your work. 

 

Academic Honesty 

- All students are held to the Academic Honesty standards outlined and defined in UMass 

Boston Code of Student Conduct. Please familiarize yourself with this document. 

  

- Plagiarism – defined as the use of another’s work as though it is your own (either by 

disingenuously presenting an entire text or failing to give appropriate credit to source 

material) – is considered a violation of the aforementioned code of conduct. 
 

- Plagiarism can take a number of forms beyond that of the proverbial “copy and paste” 

strategy. For instance, submitting your own work to two different courses without getting 

permission from your instructors is considered plagiarism. If you are unsure about 

whether or not your paper might contain plagiarism, just let me know! 
 

https://www.umb.edu/life_on_campus/policies/community/code
https://www.umb.edu/life_on_campus/policies/community/code
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- Unintentional plagiarism sometimes occurs, and this is usually a result of a citation error. 

However, when it appears that a student has intentionally plagiarized (such as attempting 

to pass off entire passages or essays as your own work), the Chair of the English 

Department will be contacted; consequences may include failure of the assignment or 

even the whole course. 
 

- In my experience, students often plagiarize when they are overwhelmed by the amount, 

difficulty, or deadlines of their workload. If you are ever considering plagiarizing in order 

to submit an assignment, please let me know and we can work towards a positive 

solution. It is always better to ask for assistance (such as clarification or an extension) 

than to submit someone else’s work as your own. 

 

Resources 

As college students, you might find that you have more resources at your disposal than you ever 

did in high school. However, it is incumbent upon you to take the initiative and use these 

resources! 

 

Writing Nook 

The English Department offers free tutoring for all students taking English 101 and 

English 102. While some students may be tempted to think that this tutoring is only for 

struggling writers, this program is intended to offer access to feedback for all students. 

Additionally, the writing tutors are graduate and advanced undergraduate students at 

UMass Boston, so they are in touch with the demands of being a student writer. 
 

To make an appointment, please register at https://umb.mywconline.com/ and sign up for 

30- or 60- minute sessions. You may also stop by the Writing Nook in Wheatley-6-0048 

for a walk-in session (depending on availability). 

 

Students with Disabilities 

If you have a disability that may impact your performance in class, please know that 

UMass Boston has resources that can help you successfully complete your coursework.  

 

Contact the Ross Center for Disability Services (Campus Center UL211) to receive 

official university services and accommodation; they will provide the documentation that 

you then bring to your instructors.  
 

If you need accommodations in this class (such as flexible due dates, attendance policy 

adjustments, et cetera), please contact the Ross Center within the first couple weeks of 

class – this will ensure that you are assisted as quickly as possible! 

 

 
[Post-Semester Course Assessment] 

Some of your written work in this course may be shared with university faculty and administrators for the 

purposes of program assessment and improvement. This assessment will not affect your grade in this 

course, and it will not be conducted until after grades have been submitted. The assessment will be 

confidential. Your work will never be shared publicly without your written permission.  

If you have questions, please contact the Director of the Composition Program, Lauren Bowen, at 

lauren.bowen@umb.edu or at 617-287-6296. 

https://umb.mywconline.com/

