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DARK DAYS OF FUTURE PAST 
GOTHIC and DYSTOPIAN FICTION 

 

Welcome to the DARK DAYS OF FUTURE PAST, the very first literature elective offered at Wakefield Memorial High School! 

As participants in a year-long genre studies course, we will spend our time together exploring, analyzing, and comparing 

Gothic and dystopian fiction! Not only will we read the foundational texts of each respective genre, but we’ll also engage 

with their modern manifestations as well! By the end of the year, we will be able to identify the recurring themes, tropes, 

archetypes and motifs in Gothic and dystopian fiction, thus sharpening the skills of inference and analysis used when 

engaging with any narrative form. 

 

READING 

Unlike the vast majority of English offerings, Dark Days is an elective, and you have freely chosen to be here. Although it 

might go without saying, this course is an exploration of literary genres and will require you to read on a regular basis. 

Consequently, students enrolled in Dark Days should be self-motivated readers with an interest in literature, narrative, 

and/or the genres at hand.  

 
Moreover, since Dark Days is an elective course with different expectations than those of required English classes, the 

thought is that students will take the initiative to read the texts in such a way as to promote active and productive class 

meetings. To this end, students are encouraged to read texts closely, annotate while reading, and reflect upon readings 

before entering class. 

 

Lastly, online resources such as SparkNotes are not to be used as substitutes for the readings. Relying on these resources 

is absolutely unacceptable. Remember, the most important part of completing the assigned readings is not simply learning 
what they are about, but exercising mental faculties while considering deeper implications. After all, it is only when readers 

go through the process of asking questions, making inferences, and forming their own opinions that genuine textual 

interaction has occurred.  

 

PARTICIPATION & ACTIVITIES 

One of the most valuable attributes a literature student can possess is the ability to share opinions, insights, and questions 

with others. As such, the expectation is that every member of our literary cohort will fully participate in all activities. While 

this certainly means completing readings by their assigned due dates, it also means willingly discussing readings while 

engaging in activities during class.  

 

To emphasize the importance of active engagement, participation scores will be given twice a term and will constitute a 

significant portion of each term’s final grade. 

 

Additionally, although some of Dark Days’ assignments and activities will resemble those found in required English courses, 

others will take advantage of the course’s elective status, with an eye towards the creation of all things digital. As a result, 

students will be asked to create projects such as (but not limited to) hypertextual readings, crowdsourced annotations, 

remixes, digital stories, videos, podcasts, and infographics. 
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GRADING 

We will be working with a points-based system this year, with each assignment being worth certain number of points 

(without percentages being a factor). In short, major assignments will be attributed more points than minor assignments, 

but no assignment should be neglected simply because its point valuation is lower than another. 

 

Provided below are some approximations of point values: 
 

Major Assignments (Essays/Projects): 100 Points 
Participation Scores: 50 Points 

Reading Check Quizzes: 10-30 Points 
In-Class Work: 5-10 Points 

Journals: 5-10 Points 
 

* NOTE: Point values may be changed at the discretion of the instructor. Any time that this occurs, students will be notified 

in advance. 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

As students in the year 2021, you have likely used electronic devices for most of your education. As such, you should be 

relatively comfortable with utilizing technology during our day-to-day interactions. Further, given that we have the 

distinction of living, working, and learning during unprecedented times, it is absolutely essential that we utilize technology in 

ways that promotes active, positive engagement. 

 

Although cell phones are now a ubiquitous part of daily living, our digital activities are designed to be completed on 

laptops/tablets. As such, cell phones are not to be used during our class meetings. If you need to access your phone 

during class, give me a heads-up beforehand.   

 

At your earliest convenience, please visit (and bookmark) the digital loft for our class: 

www.DrinkwaterOnline.com 

 

ABSENCES 

Absences are bound to occur throughout the school year. However, it is your responsibility to make up all assigned work. 

During your absence, you should contact me, check Google Classroom, touch base with classmates, and refer to my 

website. Parents and guardians may also contact the Guidance Office for assignments (this may be necessary during 

extended absences). 
 

Additionally, it would be disingenuous to suggest that absences will treated the same this year as they have been in 
previous years. After all, it is possible (if not likely) that some of us may have to miss school because of illness or contact-

tracing that that requires a quarantine-period. As such, we will aim to make up missed work within a week’s time, knowing 

that there will be flexibility offered when absences are caused by more serious circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.drinkwateronline.com/
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MATERIALS 

You will need some basic materials every time we meet - no exceptions! 

- BYOD Laptop/Tablet – Please bring your device and its charger! 

- Headphones – Required – please let me know if you do not have access to headphones! 

- Book(s) – Please bring whichever book we are currently reading! 

- Pen/Pencil – Please stick to blue/black ink for pens! 

 

CLASSROOM CONDUCT 

As high school students, you know what is considered acceptable classroom behavior and what is not. Make sure that you 

conduct yourself in a manner that is not only respectful to your peers and the classroom, but yourself as well. 

 
The above paragraph is a perennial staple of the “Practices and Policies” guidelines. However, if we are hoping to transition  

back to more of a “normal” mode of learning after a year of COVID-inspired challenges, it is more important than ever that 
we are mindful of how our behavior may impact others. 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

I will be available for additional assistance after school most days of the week. Although an option less popular with many 

students, I can also be available for assistance before the school day begins. Additionally, keep in mind that I will sometimes 

have other obligations to attend to, but will do my best to provide support. 

 

Given that we are still navigating our way through a pandemic, it is my intention to also offer “Office Hours” via the digital 

realm. As such, these meetings can take place via Zoom.  

 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

This is your opportunity to explore Gothic and dystopian fiction, so be proactive in making it as fruitful as possible! If 

there’s anything you’re hoping to see pop up in class, feel free to let me know! Provided that we are engaged in class, 

mindful of out-of-class responsibilities, and respectful of the classroom environment, Dark Days of Future Past will be truly 

illuminating! 


